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STAFF STUDENTS TOTAL 
POSITIVES

Sept 1 - Dec 18 50 183 233

Omicron Surge
Dec 20 - Jan 22 194 1,057 1,251

Total Positive Cases Reported Internally (Routine Testing) and 
Externally









*Weeks 11/18 & 11/25 were reported together. 



Somerville Average Daily Incidence Rate 



Test Processing Time Variable, Significant Disruption to Educational Time

● Lab processing time is outside of district 
control

● Reflex testing anticipates results will be 
available the morning following pool collection

○ Allows staff time to isolate and test individuals 
in positive pools at beginning of day

● Increasingly, SPS receives results throughout 
the school day, even after student dismissal

● SPS has distributed test kits over weekend for 
individuals identified in positive pools after 
Friday dismissal

● Variability causes major impact to educational 
time in school and staff scheduling



97%
Districtwide

Student Consent Rate
Testing Participation



New Testing 
Strategies



Current Testing Strategy

Symptomatic 
Testing at School 

Pool Testing 
& Reflex Testing 

Contact Tracing &
Test and Stay



New DESE Testing Recommendation

Symptomatic 
Testing at School 

Pool Testing 
& Reflex Testing 

Home Testing 
Option



5 Day 
Isolation

Recommended Negative 
Rapid Test to Return 

● Following CDC and state 
guidance, staff and students need 
only isolate for 5 days after a 
positive test result or symptoms 
start

● Rapid antigen test recommended 
on day 6 to return

● If POSITIVE on rapid test, need 
to isolate full 10 days



Vaccine Access
The district and health department are holding regular school-based 
clinics for everyone ages 5 and up. 

● January 28: Healey School 3:00-6:00 PM

● February 11: Argenziano School 3:00-6:00 PM

● February 18: Healey School 3:00-6:00 PM

● March 4: Argenziano School 3:00-6:00 PM

Somerville CHA Vaccine Center

● 176 Somerville Ave, Appt Required

Mon, Tues: 11:00 AM - 6:30 PM Wed, Thur, Fri: 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM

Local Pharmacies and Primary Care Providers


