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Navigating COVID 
Screening Testing 
Webpage

Information on the SPS Website

● General Information
● Testing Schedule across schools
● Videos on Testing
● SPS COVID Dashboard
● How Testing Works
● Post-Test Instructions & Results 

Communication Expectations
● Positive Result Scenarios
● Glossary of Key Terms
● FAQ

 somerville.k12.ma.us/transition 



Baseline Schedule

● A baseline test is the first test 
provided to each new group of 
students and staff returning for 
in-person learning.

● For most people, the only 
individual test they will receive

● What you need to baseline:
○ Consent form signed
○ Testing week before return

Student Consent Form Staff Consent Form New Tester Registration

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdiX6HMgsT9W0DsaxRdDnekliPSIk4yHKRK_4Aft_wcKbPFBg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1G9f5HBm1mcHcFVkH9XdBBLfcjt_N2wXMpJxdl-FJgGk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1_uI4VJI2NT7GpojchtJFF7RClJ-DQtqXdvhpsUZ0vqM/edit?usp=sharing


Baseline Schedule By Cohort



Consent Forms

Paper copy: Backup at testing site
Not preferred

Digital Copy: Preferred
Easy to track responses





Who gets which test?

Pool Test

● All students and most staff
● Classroom educators pool with 

their students
● Non-classroom staff, including 

nurses & custodians, can 
combine randomly in pools, daily 
and weekly 

Individual Tests

● New baselines as students/staff 
return

● Staff who work directly with 
students across schools or 
classrooms (physical therapists)

● Individuals who need to reflex 
test

Individuals should NOT test 90 days after testing POSITIVE for COVID-19



Who gets which test?

Reflex Testing

● Will occur when PCR pool test 
results are known (typically day 
following testing)

● Staff/students will receive 
BinaxNOW rapid antigen test 
(~15 min) and PCR confirmation

● Negative result = cleared to 
return to class/work



How many tests per week?

Twice Weekly

● All staff should test twice 
weekly on Tuesday and 
Thursday

Once Per Week

● All students



Classrooms pool together

● Each pool must be between 2-10 individuals.
● All students and educators in a classroom will pool test together
● If a classroom has more than 10 individuals, then the class will be 

split into two pools.
● If there are more than two pools in a class, participants inside a 

classroom do not need to remain in the same pool from week to 
week.

● Principals are responsible for developing a schedule for pool testing 
of classrooms. 


