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About FLO

• Student Enrollment 
Forecasting

• Demographic and 
Socioeconomic 
Analyses

• Enrollment 
Modeling (e.g., 
grade group 
reconfiguration)

• Attendance Area 
Boundary Reviews

• Long-range Facility 
Plans

• Transportation and 
Walkability Studies

How We Help School Districts

Demographic and Mapping Specialists

• Team of applied demographers and population geographers using industry-standard methods 

• Experience with national, state, and local data sources

• Expertise in geospatial data analysis and visualization

• Great communicators and presenters to school district professionals and non-technical audiences

Rebecca Wright
Project Manager 
& Project Planner 

Kate Doiron
Senior GIS 
Analyst

Benjamin 
Maloney
Demographer & 
Senior Data 
Analyst

Charles 
Rynerson
Demographer &
Senior Data 
Analyst



Project Goal & Process
1. Develop ten-year student enrollment forecasts for Somerville Public Schools 

reported annually 2023–24 to 2032-33.
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• GIS Data
• Historical Enrollment Data
• SIS Enrollment Data

Student Enrollment 
Assessment

• Residential development 
data

• Interviews with planners
• Historical births
• Female population of 

childbearing age

Demographic and 
Land Use Analysis • Births-to-kindergarten

• Modified Grade Progression 
Ratio (GPR) Method

• Cohort Component Method

Enrollment 
Forecasting



Project Timeline



Student Enrollment 
Assessment



District Overview

District 
Overview



Student Density



Historical and Current Enrollment



Demographic and 
Residential 

Development Analyses



Land Use & Planning
Statewide

o City Limits
County & Municipal Planning Departments

o Parcels
o Zoning
o Comprehensive Plans
o Permits
o Future Developments
o Interviews with Planners



Residential Development



Enrollment Forecasts



Source Data
• SPS October Enrollment
• Massachusetts Dept. of Public Health (DOPH) births
• US Census (2010 & 2020) & American Community Survey
• Esri Demographics



Births & Kindergarten



Grade Progression Ratios



District-wide Forecasts



SPS Enrollment Forecasts
• Between the 2022–23 and 2032–33 school years, District-wide K‒12 enrollment (October 

headcount) is forecasted to decrease by 260 students, from 4,920 to 4,660, or by 5.3 
percent. 
− K–5 enrollment from 2,207 to 1,974 (10.6 percent decrease)
− 6–8 enrollment from 1,033 to 904 (12.5 percent decrease)
− 9–12 enrollment from 1,382 to 1,506 (9.0 percent increase)

• The decline is in response to an expected decline in PK and K enrollment as a result of the 
sustained decline in births occurring within the District and forecast GPRs that are generally 
below 1.00. 

• While residential construction will act to moderate the decline, it will likely not be enough to 
completely offset the expected contraction. 



Feedback?



Thank you!
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