CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS
SCHOOL COMMITTEE

‘Monday, February 26,2018 = Regular Meeting

7:00 p.m. -~ Board of Aldermen’s Chambers — Somerville City Hall

Members present: Ms. Pitone, Ms. Palmer (7:12 p.m.), Mayor Curtatone, Alderman Baflantyne, Ms.
O'Sullivan, Ms. Ackman, Ms. Normand, and Mr. Green.

Members absent: Mr. Futrell

I CALL TO ORDER
Mr. Green called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. with a 17 second moment of silence in honor of the
victims of Parkland, Florida, followed by a salute to the flag of the United States of America.

Mr. Green asked the Assistant Superintendent to call the roll, results of which were as follows:. PRESENT
— 7 —Pitone, Curtatone, Ballantyne, O’Sullivan, Ackman, Normand, and Green and ABSENT — 2 — Futrell
and Palmer.

Mr. Green announced that we would have several presentations this evening and that agenda items
would be taken out of order and that we would start with the District Report and Next Wave/Full Circle’s
presentation.

II. REPORT OF STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES

SHS student, Felix Brody, was sponsored to speak by Emily and Aislinn, our Student Representatives.
Felix spoke of the plan of students to participate in some peaceful protests in support of efforts to
eliminate violence in schools. On this Wednesday, at 8:17 a.m., students will take part in a walkout and
will spend 17 minutes outside of Somerville High — a minute for each of the victims of the shooting in
Parkland, FL. Following that, some students will continue on to Trum Field where they will participate in
various outreach methods to legislators and others asking for support in the passage of the House’s
Extreme Risk Protective Order (ERPO) bill. Mr. Brody shared some of the networking that is being done
with students both in Massachusetts and across the nation. He also spoke of continuing walkouts on a
weekly basis until the bill is passed.

Discussion ensued following Felix’s words which included members’ pride at the students’ actions. Mr.
LaGambina, Headmaster at Somerville High School, also voiced his pride in their actions and spoke about
afternatives to walking out so that more students can participate without leaving school.

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A. February 5, 2018

MOTION: Ms. Normand made a motion, seconded by Ms. Pitone, to approve the minutes.
The motion was approved via voice vote.

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT

One member of the public, Jocelyn Kasow, signed up to submit comments regarding increasing staff
diversity in our schools so that it is comparatively closer to the student demographic. Ms. Kasow's
written testimony is included at the end of these minutes.

V. REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT
B. PERSONNEL REPORT
Dr. Abeyta announced the retirements of the following staff members and wished them health and
happiness:
e Jean Devanthery, ESCS Adjustment Counselor
» Lois Sweder, SHS English Teacher
» Charles Gerlach, SHS Graphic Design Teacher

C. DISTRICT REPORT

1. Schoal Improvement presentations:
»  Full Circle/Next Wave
Principal Margaret DePasquale Green presented her report which focused on the following:






VII. NEW BUSINESS
E. Field Trips: (recommended action: approval)

April 11-18, 2019 Somerville High School students to Italy. Transportation via plane, bus, Cost to
students is $3,133 each.

MOTION: Ms. Palmer made a motion, seconded by Ms. Pitone, to approve the field trip.

Initially, this trip was tabled so that thought could be given to this trip not interfering with the already-
scheduled SERAPQ trip to Gaeta, Italy during the same week.

Prior to the meeting ending, Mr. Colantuono agreed to push is trip back by one year — to April 2019 — to
eliminate the conflict.

F. Acceptance of Donations (recommended action: approval)
The Superintendent recommends the acceptance, with gratitude, of the following donations:

Donation Donor City, State Value Program donated to
Monetary Nellie Mae Foundation | Quincy, MA $125,000 | Somerville Teacher
Grant Leadership for Student-

Centered Learning
Monetary Nellle Mae Foundation | Quincy, MA $80,000 | SomerVision for Learning
Grant

MOTION: Ms, Pitone made a motion, seconded by Ms. Palmer, to approve the donations, with gratitude.
The motion was approved via voice vote.

G. Somerville Public Schools Policy Manual

The following policies are being presented this evening for first reading:

+  File: BDD School Committee — Superintendent Relationship

»  File: BBA SC Power and Duties

»  File: CBD Superintendent’s Contract

»  File: CBI Superintendent Evaluation

+  File: CHA Development of Procedures, as amended

+  File: GCCD/GBGE Domestic Viclence Leave

»  File: GCCC/GBGF Family and Medical Leave

«  File: JII Student Complaints and Grievances
The above listed policies were presented this evening for first reading. Following the presentation, Ms.
Pitone requested that File: GCCD/GBGE be removed from consideration as the members of the Rules
Committee had requested additional information before taking action.

VIII. ITEMS FROM BOARD MEMBERS - none
IX. ADJOURNMENT

e Helen Marie Seward — Mother-in-Law to Kathleen Seward, Principal at the West Somerville
Neighborhood School

« Mary Harrington, retired Speclal Ed teacher who had worked at Edgerly, Winter Hill and the
Healey during her career in the Somerville Public Schoals.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:11 p.m. via voice vote,
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equity, and social justice is fundamental to alf of our other goals and
priorities. I belleve we will not get far with our goals for our district and
oux. children if we do not tackle the 1s§ue 6f racial disparlty head on.
[example: differentiation ~ how caﬁ this be done when a significant
portion of students are seen as possessing inherently less intelligence or
potential?] This is about soclal justice. This is about raclal equity. This Is
about simply doing what 15 right for all of our children. It is time we put

our money where our mouths are,

Thank you for your time and consideration.



